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U.S. Air Force Receives Award 

• The International Astronautical Federation bestowed its  
60th  Anniversary Award to the U.S. GPS program at a 
ceremony held October 4, 2011 in Cape Town, South Africa 
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Awarded for “Benefits to Humanity” 



U.S. Policy History 

• 1983:  President announces civilian access   

 to GPS 

• 1994:  U.S. offers free civil GPS service to    

 International Civil Aviation 

• 1996:  First U.S. GPS Policy establishes    

 joint civil/military management 

• 1997:  Civil GPS access free of direct user fees codified in U.S. statute 

• 2000:  President ends use of Selective Availability 

• 2004:  President issues U.S. Policy on Space-Based PNT 

• 2004:  Agreement signed on GPS-Galileo Cooperation 

• 2007:  President announces Selective Availability eliminated from

 future GPS III satellites 

• 2010:  New National Space Policy includes specific PNT guidance 
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U.S. National Space Policy 

• Provide civil GPS services, free of direct user charges 

– Available on a continuous, worldwide basis 

– Maintain GPS constellation consistent with published performance 
standards and interface specifications 

– Foreign PNT may be used to augment and strengthen resiliency 

• Engage with International GNSS providers 

– Encourage global compatibility and interoperability 

– Promote transparency in civil service provision 

• Enable market access to industry 

• Support international activities to detect and mitigate 
harmful interference 

 
Space-Based PNT Guideline:  Maintain leadership in the 

service, provision and use of GNSS 
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Ratification of U.S.–EU GPS-Galileo 
Cooperation Agreement 

• As a matter of policy, the U.S. and European Commission 
have considered the U.S.–EU GPS-Galileo Agreement to be 
in force since its signing in June 2004 

• All EU Member States accepted legal provisional application 
since November 1, 2008 

• In November 2010, the U.S. was informed that all EU 
Member States had deposited entry-into-force notes and the 
U.S. subsequently sent an entry-into-force diplomatic note to 
the EU Depository on June 6, 2011 

• EU Parliament approved Agreement on October 26, 2011 

• EU Council now must adopt a “decision of conclusion” and 
then deposit its entry-into-force note 
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EU Council’s “decision of conclusion” expected  

Before the end of 2011 



International Committee on  
Global Navigation Satellite Systems (ICG) 

• Emerged from 3rd UN Conference on the Exploration 
and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space – July 1999 

– Promote the use of GNSS and its integration into 
infrastructures, particularly in developing countries 

– Encourage compatibility and interoperability among 
global and regional systems 

• Members include: 

– GNSS Providers (U.S., EU, Russia, China, India, Japan) 

– Other interested Member States of the United Nations 

– International organizations/associations 
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www.icgsecretariat.org 



ICG–6 Outcomes 

• The 6th meeting of the ICG, to include the Providers 
Forum and four working groups, was hosted by the 
Government of Japan in Tokyo, September 5-9, 
2011 

– Development of Multi-GNSS monitoring networks were a 
major topic of discussion 

•ICG endorsement of the IGS Multi-GNSS Experiment 

•Subgroup will be formed to collectively investigate 
international GNSS monitoring and assessment 

– Templates describing the geodetic and timing references 
for all systems have been completed and will be 
available on the ICG website 

– Subgroup to be formed which will focus on GNSS 
applications 
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Summary 

• International cooperation is a priority 

– Compatibility, Interoperability, Transparency are critical 

– U.S. policy permits use of foreign PNT to augment GPS 
and increase resiliency 

• U.S. actively engages in bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation on satellite navigation issues 

• GPS continues to meet or exceed our performance 
commitments to worldwide users 
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Policy stability and transparency improve  

industry confidence and investment 
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For Additional Information… 

GPS.gov PNT.gov 



Contact Information 

Scott L. Boushell 
 

National Coordination Office for Space-Based PNT  
1401 Constitution Ave, NW – Room 6822 

Washington, DC  20230  
 

Phone:  (202) 482-6726 
 

Scott.Boushell@pnt.gov 
www.pnt.gov 
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