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Congress Finalizes FY 2013 Defense Authorization with Guidance for GPS Program
Congress is set to send the National Defense Authorization Act for FY 2013 (H.R. 4310) to the President this
week. The legislation authorizes $1.262 billion for the GPS program, with $1.5 million cut from the Next
Generation Operational Control System. The act requires a report and exercise plan on the military's readiness
to operate in environments where GPS and other information systems are denied. Additionally, it repeals a
biennial GPS reporting requirement established in 1997. For more, go to www.gps.gov/policy/funding/2013/.

House Committee Holds Hearing on Receivers and the Spectrum Crunch

On November 29, the House Communications and Technology Subcommittee held a hearing to explore how to
address wireless spectrum demand by improving receiver design. The recent interference conflict involving
GPS receivers and the LightSquared wireless network was often referenced. Subcommittee members were
interested in the concept of “harm claim thresholds” as an alternative to directing the FCC to impose receiver
standards. Further action will follow the release of the FCC’s
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year, and a GAO report anticipated in February. L b
Navigating Arlington Cemetery
New Director for PNT Coordination Office This fall Arlington National Cemetery
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Newest GPS Satellite Now Operational

The Air Force successfully completed the checkout of the GPS
satellite launched on October 4. The new satellite, the third in the
Block IIF series of modernized GPS spacecraft, is now part of the
operational constellation of 31 GPS satellites. To learn more about
GPS modernization, visit www.gps.gov/systems/gps/modernization/.
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