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Should the U.S. Government make available the PRED 
(Predicted Ephemeris/State Vector Data File), which is 
currently generated every 15 minutes by the GPS 
Operations Center under FOUO, be designated as 
unclassified and made available for public use.  

 



Description  
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Ephemeris data download from visible GPS satellite 
takes more than 30 seconds under ideal conditions.  

 

In GPS-impaired environments (eg. urban canyon, 
indoors), this can be even more difficult.  

 

PRED (Predicted Ephemeris /State Vector Data File) is 
generated every 15 minutes by the GPS Operations 
Center (GPSOC). Could be distributed terrestrially to 
reduce TTFF to a few seconds. 

 

 



Problem  
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How to transfer PRED from a U.S. Government 
“classified” environment to a “unclassified” 
environment? 

 



Solutions  
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- Declassification of PRED. 

 

- Use existing sources (JPL, NGA). Product managers 
may have difficulty (lack of confidence?) 
implementing technology not sponsored by GPSOC.  
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-PRED can be available. Civil GPS app 
developers need to speak up. Civil users won’t.  

 

“How does somebody know what 
they want if they haven’t even seen 
it?” 

-Steve Jobs 



  

 

Are you moving towards becoming 
significant or are you sliding 

towards insignificance? 

The Bottom Line 
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