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 Over 19,000 miles of exterior boundary

 80+ million acres of land

 20182018:2018: three staff with land survey accreditation, 201820182018: three staff with land survey accreditation, three staff with land survey accreditation, three staff with land survey accreditation, 
no centralized boundary program

Fun Facts:

 425 designated park units

 Limited inventory of surveyLimited inventory of survey-Limited inventory of survey-grade equipment 

Source: National Park Service

 Law enforcement staff and resource managers Law enforcement staff and resource managers 
tasked with boundary management



E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A

Organizational structure

Equipment

Point person

Challenges:

Funding

Source: NOAA News Online, Story 267, Washington Monument Survey Team, 1934
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Land Resources Division

GNSS program partnership

Approval to proceed

Series of Fortunate Events:

Great American Outdoors Act
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Centralized Boundary Centralized Boundary Centralized Boundary 
Program Manager 

Continued partnership Continued partnership 
with GNSS program

Developing partnerships Developing partnerships 
with BLM/FWS/FS

Foundation for Success:

Nine staff with land 

Centralized Boundary 

Nine staff with land 
survey accreditation

OOOngoing benefits from GPS OOngoing benefits from GPS ngoing benefits from GPS 
technology



E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A

NPS NPS NTRIPNTRIP Stations:



E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A

NPS NPS NTRIPNTRIP Stations:

 Currently 100 stations online
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Questions or comments?

National Park ServiceNational Park ServiceNational Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Scott ThompsonScott Thompson-Scott Thompson-Buchanan, PLSScott ThompsonScott ThompsonScott Thompson Buchanan, PLSBuchanan, PLSBuchanan, PLSBuchanan, PLS
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Buchanan, PLSBuchanan, PLS
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scott_thompson
WASO Land Resources 

scott_thompsonscott_thompson-
WASO Land Resources WASO Land Resources WASO Land Resources DivisionDivisionWASO Land Resources WASO Land Resources 

scott_thompsonscott_thompson-buchanan@nps.gov

Thank You!




